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   Preparation      

    Read workbook several days in advance, evening before and day of reading. 

     Dress: Semiformal; Men wear a tie/sport coat; Women, business semi-formal attire.          

    Arrival at Mass   

Timing:  You should arrive at least 15 minutes before mass in the Sacristy. This is 
particularly important to be ready for special instructions involving petition prayers, 
announcements, and occasionally even the scriptures themselves. (For instance if the 
other lector is absent.) 

    Procedure     

1. Check your name off the lector schedule posted in the Sacristy so that Father knows 
that you are there. The Lector whose name is on top when reading the schedule is 
responsible for the first reading, and whoever is on the bottom should do the 
second reading.  

2. Whoever has the first reading will take part in the procession of the Gospel. To be 
more specific: After the Altar servers start moving, pace yourself about ten feet 
behind them. Father will be the same behind you. Holding the Gospel high, 
approach the steps and continue without stopping all the way around to the back 
side of the Altar. Set the book down with the Cross facing up. Bow simultaneously 
with Father. Then just continue directly over toward the chair. Wait until Father 
Finishes with the Collect, before moving over to the Ambo for the first reading. 
When finished with the reading, make sure to turn the page for the second reader. 

3. After Mass has begun, the altar replaces the tabernacle as the point of reverence. 
The only bowing would be toward the altar if one crosses the center aisle on the 
way to the ambo.   

4. The second reader will do Prayers of the faithful, and the first reader will do the 
announcements at the end of mass. Both are in the plastic binder. 

5. Before Mass, set the Lectionary book out on the Ambo.  After the second reading is 
finished, that Lector should fold the Lectionary up and put underneath.  

     

 



Actual Readings 

a.      The first reader proceeds as soon as Father sits down after the Collect.                                                                   

b.    “A reading from________________”. Do not add anything in your words other than 
what is to be spoken from the Lectionary!  And it starts with “A” reading not “Uh”reading. 

c.     Noticeable Pause. 

d.     Read the text. 

e.     Noticeable Pause. 

f.    “The Word of the Lord”. Again, do not add anything other than this, but each of the five 
words should be pronounced clearly (and not as one word – daworduvlord) 

g.     First reader: Turn the page and ribbon marker when finished with the reading.   

h.     Second reader should start coming up as soon as the Cantor departs from the Ambo      
and heads back to the choir pit. 

i.  

   Prayers of the Faithful:  Right after the Creed (which follows the Homily), begin walking up to the 
Ambo near the end of the Creed, (just before the last paragraph) so you are there when the Creed is 
finished, and Father can immediately transition to you. When finished, just leave the prayers at the 
ambo for the 1st reader who will do the weekly announcements at the end of mass. 

 

   End of Mass. Return the Lectionary, Gospel and petition prayers binder back to the countertop in 
the Sacristy. 

 


